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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 
Amendment to Motion 

Resumed from 27 November on the following amendment moved by Hon Bruce Donaldson - 

That the following words be added to the end of the motion - 

but regrets to inform Your Excellency that the Government is failing in its administration of 
the State of Western Australia. 

HON PADDY EMBRY (South West) [11.27 am]:  I will speak today on government administration.  It must be 
a nightmare for any Government.  The current Government should be having bad dreams about what it is doing 
or not doing.  I will relate to the House an example of what I regard as atrocious government administration.  It 
involves the case of a minister taking an easy way out of her responsibilities.  I am talking about the City of 
Albany and the construction of its administration building.  It is an interesting story.  The previous Government 
amalgamated the two local authorities: the Town of Albany and the Shire of Albany.  There was a lot of 
negotiation and heartburn.  The former minister is lucky that his electorate is not in Albany because he would 
have no chance of being re-elected because of the terrible disaster that arose from combining those two local 
authorities. 

Hon Kim Chance:  I thought it was very successful. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  Not for the people who live there.  Various things were agreed during the negotiations.  
It was obvious that the town needed another administration building, but the shire did not.  The shire had a 
relatively new building on land that had been donated - free of charge - by a civic-minded ratepayer in the shire.  
The town was using a very restrictive building and urgently needed something better.  The previous minister 
promised funding for the construction of a new administration building.  However, the present Government has 
retracted that agreement - it may have been a verbal agreement, I do not know the exact details of it - and that 
was partly the reason that the shires agreed to amalgamate.  It is terrible administration when a new Government 
takes over midstream and alters the rules of the game.  There has been much furore about this issue in Albany.  
There were three possible sites, including the current site and North Road, which is also a bad site for various 
reasons.  The ideal site is Mercer Road, which is the current site of the previous shire buildings.  The combined 
councils’ earth moving machinery and that side of its business is now located at Mercer Road.  The council 
meetings are held in those buildings.   

Hon Kim Chance:  In the old shire buildings? 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  Yes, the old but relatively new buildings.   

It seems to be a sign of the times that extensions are carried out continually to cater for administration offices, 
even if that means closing down a hospital ward.  Obviously, in this case, extensions were needed.  Eventually 
the local authority made considerable efforts to engage in community consultation.  That process was carried out 
and about 75 per cent of people agreed - I cannot remember the exact figure - to a compromise.  Compromises 
are seldom good; the compromise in this instance was North Road, which is about halfway between the present 
building and the location of the shire buildings.  All sorts of pathetic excuses were given such as “That location 
will be too far out of town for people to travel to pay their rates”.  Mercer Road was never too far for the shire 
people.  I live 110 kilometres from Albany and it has never been too far to travel to pay my rates.  What a lot of 
nonsense.  Most people never go to their local authority buildings.  The majority of people who do are builders, 
plumbers and the like, who need permits.  About 90 per cent of those who go to their local authority building do 
so for that reason.  They certainly do not want a building - even in a country place like Albany - in town or close 
to town, because there is a real problem with the theft of ladders and tools from the back of small trucks and 
utes.  They want the building located out of town where people are a bit more honest.   

Hon Bruce Donaldson:  Most people pay their rates by credit card.   

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  Exactly.  I used to write a cheque.  Most people make a similar type of arrangement.  In 
Albany, people who live in the city centre - there are very few - are able to pay their rates at the post office.  
Most people who live in the so-called city of Albany live a considerable distance from the central business 
district.  It is a similar situation to that in St Georges Terrace in that not many people live in that area as it is 
mainly a centre of business.   

The local authority eventually compromised and recommended North Road, which had to be rezoned.  I suppose 
that is why the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure became involved.  As I said, the city council engaged in 
considerable consultation.  The outcome is that for which the council, and the majority of the people who 
conducted the surveys, had hoped.  The town planning section wanted the CBD but it will not contribute to the 
building costs, and, because of a lack of carparking, it suggested a multilevel car park.  Who will pay for that?  
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The Government has opted out of contributing money so it has been left up to the ratepayers, who did not want 
it.  The minister opted out and decided to pick names from the electoral commission or the telephone directory to 
select a jury that would then make the decision.  If ever there was a case of a minister acting outside his or her 
area of responsibility, that would have to be the absolute ultimate example.  That is the joke of all time.  Not so 
long ago the matter went to the jury, which decided in favour of the Albany council’s recommendation.  The 
minister took that decision in bad grace and has written to the council asking if it will have another look at the 
matter and change its mind.  She would probably go along with the decision reluctantly.  Her opinion is based on 
the views of the wretched people in Perth who think they know what is best for the people of Albany.  That is 
government administration.  It is abysmal and the Government should be ashamed.  

Hon Nick Griffiths:  Where do you live?   

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  I live in the so-called city of Albany.  I am a ratepayer.  The minister knows this 
because he and I have previously discussed the matter.   

It is interesting that there is no parking in the centre of Albany.  It is typical that those who suggested to build a 
multilevel car park are those who will not contribute financially.  And yet the minister wonders why country 
people do not want people in the metropolitan area making decisions for them.  Country people do not try to 
interfere with the affairs of the city.  It would be good if that compliment were returned.   

Hon Nick Griffiths:  I thought you believed in One Nation because you try to divide people all the time.   

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  The minister is good at red herrings.  I will treat that comment in the same vein as the 
one in which he asked whether I live in the city of Albany.   

The minister made a mistake when she failed to inform the jury of the Mercer Road option.  The Mercer Road 
site is a far better option, a view to which the majority of council members have admitted.  However, they 
wanted to try to take the easier path and compromise.  The chosen site - which used to be a fuel depot - is on the 
edge of a swamp and a huge expense will be incurred in the removal of the sand.  Moreover, four major roads 
meet near the site, so it is a dreadful location.  The jury could not even consider the good proposal because it was 
not within its scope.  Before the jury made its decision, costings should have been done for the development of 
the CBD, North Road and Mercer Road sites.  The jury could not make an intelligent and sensible business 
decision when money was not a consideration and when they were given no figures.  Government administration 
- or the lack of it - has brought about this situation.  I do not think it is too late to do anything about it.  

I now turn to the administration of the previous Government, which has resulted in many issues that affect my 
locality.  I do not think that much has changed.  The Wellstead town site needed development and more blocks 
thrown open.  The extinguishment of native title was applied to residential buildings.  However, why was it not 
also applied to light industrial sites at the same time?  What is the difference?  It is the same town site, which is 
not a big one.  We now have the same situation that I have spoken about in the House before.  A local fellow 
won prizes at Dowerin and Newdegate for an invention.  The development of that invention will now go offshore 
because he cannot get a light industrial site in Wellstead as the shire must go through all this nonsense of getting 
native title extinguished for light industrial sites.  This is government administration at its worst; it has done 
nothing to fix these problems.  Why can this Government not learn from the mistakes of the previous 
Government?  

Hon Kim Chance:  Has this matter been taken to the Great Southern Development Commission for resolution? 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  I am not sure to whom it has been taken, but these people are once again going through 
the lengthy process of trying to extinguish native title.  Once again, somebody from Esperance has lodged an 
objection.  It now looks like this invention will go offshore.  What a wonderful thing for Australia!  Let us get rid 
of another potential industry by shifting it offshore just because of poor administration. 

Hon Kim Chance:  Can this man not obtain an industrial site in Albany? 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  He wants to continue living and working in Wellstead.  He does not want to move to 
Albany.  If he wanted to live in Albany he would have moved there years ago. 

Hon Kim Chance:  But Albany is closer than Canada.  

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  It looks like the project will probably go to communist China now because of the lack 
of good government administration.  Whether the Government likes it or not and whether it can find objections, 
that is a fact of life.  The decision about where the project will go is not necessarily a fact yet but that is probably 
what will happen.  

I will now refer to whistleblowing and Neil Winzer.  I am sure everybody in this House must have heard of Neil 
Winzer, particularly those who were members prior to the last State election.  Hon Graham Giffard has spoken 
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on the matter, as has the Leader of the House.  Words have been said to the effect that this guy has been shafted, 
to put it politely.  

Hon Graham Giffard interjected.  

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  Perhaps it was said in the corridor.  However, the member was quoted as saying that 
this guy had been getting a rough deal.  Now that previous opposition members are in government, they do not 
want to pay the bill.  This guy has been given the complete runaround, as the Leader of the House knows.  It is 
great for members to be able to say things in opposition, but when they are in Government and have to pick up 
the bill, the sidestepping begins.  I am sure people on this side of the House are just as expert at it as government 
members are.  However, once again, it shows a lack of this Government doing what is right.  I can provide 
another example of when a parliamentary inquiry had been running and, because it was the end of the 
parliamentary term and an election was coming up, the committee came to a halt.  I believe the Leader of the 
House was the chairman of that committee.  However, in the meantime, this guy has received nothing.  Members 
felt strongly about the matter when they were in opposition, but now that they are in the Government they feel 
differently.  That shows a lack of good and honest administration, which is what Western Australians would 
hope to get from a Government.  

I will now touch on the topic of school buses; a situation that was mucked up by the previous Government.  With 
all due respect, this Government has made it worse and nothing is happening.  

Hon Graham Giffard:  Have you had a briefing on the matter? 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  Yes, I have had several briefings.  

Hon Graham Giffard:  From the department? 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  I may have had a briefing from the department and goodness knows how many 
briefings from Max O’Dea.  I spoke about the last briefing in this House recently when we were informed that 
the minister had appointed three gentlemen to form yet another committee.  The department wanted Max to 
agree that he would not try to contact the minister, talk to the media or contact the member of Parliament.  How 
ashamed is the minister of his administration if he denies my people their democratic right?  The Government 
wants this guy to sign a contract, on behalf of the school bus industry, that it will not approach a member of 
Parliament, and these members opposite hold themselves up as righteous -  

Hon Kim Chance:  Who said that?  I never said that to anyone.  

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  I have spoken on the matter in the House before and the Leader of the House did not 
challenge it then. 

Hon Kim Chance:  Who laid down these conditions?  I am not sure who you are talking about. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  I do not have the names in front of me now but I have quoted them before - 

Hon Kim Chance:  You are implying that somebody from government made those decisions.  

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  No, appointees of the minister or the Minister for Transport’s department.  

Hon Kim Chance:  Therefore, you are talking about departmental people and not government people; we had 
better make that clear.  

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  Now we are getting some more fancy footwork.  With all due respect, perhaps the 
minister, like me, is not quite built for fancy footwork.   

Hon Kim Chance interjected.   

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  The electors of Western Australia have voted in a Government to run this State.  It is no 
good having a Government sidestepping and saying that it cannot do this or that and that it is not responsible for 
what a department says.  That is not good enough.  That is part of administration, or lack of it; the latter is 
probably a better description.   

School bus contractors are getting a terrible deal.  I believe that the Leader of the House knows that - if he had 
looked into the matter he would know.  The matter has been going on for over seven years; not quite two years 
under this Government and five years plus under the previous Government.  The rules of the game have been 
changed without consultation.  Max has now sat on five committees and each time he got on very well with 
Minister Roberts.  They had almost agreed on the issue.  The next thing, bang, the matter was handed over to a 
different minister who started to deal with it all over again.  To almost get an agreement on a bad situation and 
then suddenly pass it off to another minister shows a lack of good administration.  Does the second minister not 
have confidence in what the first minister was doing?  That should be part of administration or lack thereof; the 
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lack of it is more serious than the action.  Good administration should be fair administration.  Does the minister 
agree? 

Hon Kim Chance:  Yes.  

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  Therefore, does the minister believe that farmers not getting compensation with regard 
to the land clearing Act is fair? 

Hon Kim Chance:  If farmers are entitled to compensation, of course they should get compensation.  

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  I am not talking about the law.  The question was; is it fair? 

Hon Kim Chance:  Well, if - 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  The minister’s hesitation answers my question.   

Hon Kim Chance:  It is a complex question.  If farmers are losing land they should get compensated.  If they are 
entitled to - 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  It is land that they were allocated and land that, at the time of allocation, they were 
expected to bring into agricultural production.  Now they are forbidden to do so.  They cannot make any money 
from it on an annual basis or improve their capital asset so that they have something to retire on.  That is what 
the issue is about.   

Hon Nick Griffiths:  Where is the money supposed to come from? 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  I will get to that later.  When it comes to pet projects such as this ridiculous railway, the 
Government seems to be able to find money for them.  Members opposite cannot say that there is no money for 
things that are fair but there is money for things that are ridiculous.  That is another example of not just poor but 
abysmal and unfair administration.  The Leader of the House has said that for administration to be good, it must 
be fair.  

Hon John Fischer:  Last week in the Business Review Weekly, the minister said that the Government’s policy was 
not to compensate farmers.  

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  Let us be honest, not a great number of farmers vote for the Australian Labor Party, and 
that would influence their decision.  A different example would probably also affect members on this side of the 
House.  One Nation has not yet been put to the test, so its members are in a unique position to point out, which is 
our job, the inadequacies of what is going on.   

Hon Kim Chance:  It is also true that good administration must be clear.  I accept your point that administration 
being fair is a necessity, but it must also be clear.  The Government’s land clearing legislation that is in the 
House at the moment makes the situation crystal clear.  All the shades of grey that cause so many problems are 
no more.   

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  I agree with the minister, but it is totally and clearly unfair. 

Hon Kim Chance:  At least there is clarity.  One out of two is not bad. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  Yes, but it is an unfair result.  I am not used to this repartee, so I am severely 
handicapped. 

Among other things that I would have thought fairly simple would be the administration of the Police Force.  
Hon Michelle Roberts, as the potential minister during the election, promised that there would be police patrols 
in Northbridge.  The Commissioner of Police did not want them.  That election promise was not fulfilled.  If 
something is wrong with the law, the Government has the numbers so it can change the law.  It seems to want to 
change the law on all sorts of relatively unimportant things.  Some of the Bills we have dealt with have been 
objectionable, but the Government felt that it was important to change the law.  Why not get on and change the 
law if ministers feel that they cannot run their departments?   

Hon Bruce Donaldson:  Two have fallen off the truck, which is good.   

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  Let us hope that it is for the good.  One of the topical pieces of legislation we have been 
discussing deals with the Fire and Emergency Services Authority.  The lack of fire warning signs that has been 
brought to the attention of people in my office again reflects lack of good administration.  Country roads used to 
have quite a lot of them but we do not see many now.  I am not the most observant of people, so signs could be 
taken down or even put up and I would not always notice.   

Hon Nick Griffiths:  Perhaps you should cease your speech, go for a drive and go and see.   

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  How long is it since the minister drove down Albany Highway? 
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Hon Nick Griffiths:  I did so fairly recently. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  Can the minister be more specific?  Did he drive down Albany Highway, fly over it or, 
because of his workload, which I acknowledge is huge, was he reading government papers, as he needed to do, 
and have a chauffeur drive him?  How many fire warning signs did he see on Albany Highway? 

Hon Nick Griffiths:  Probably more than you did. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  His imagination is probably greater than mine.  I suggest that if he were to drive along 
Albany Highway, he would see far more signs advertising vineyards and wineries than fire warning.   

There used to be a lot of fire warning signs.  Country people notice the lack of them, but city people do not.  The 
people in my office have been trying to find out about fire warning signs, and so has the constituent to whom I 
referred.  Who do they approach to get signs?  Like my constituent, we have been sent from one department to 
another.  No government department seems to know.  For example, Main Roads told us that it was the local 
council’s business.  However, the local council is not allowed to put a sign on a main road because it is a Main 
Roads responsibility and duty of care.  Main Roads do not erect signs on shire roads.  What wonderful 
administration!  Two government departments cannot even agree on who should put the signs up.   

Hon Barbara Scott interjected. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  The local government is involved as well.  Perhaps fire warning signs are seen 
throughout the Mining and Pastoral Region, but there are not too many in my electorate.  There used to be quite 
a few telling people not to throw cigarettes out of car windows.  What has happened to them?  Is it something 
that has come about as a result of the present Government slashing the budget of every department.  Road signs 
are expensive.  Has the Government decided not to have them?  The Government thinks that only the 
countryside will burn, not the city, so it does not really matter.  The Government does not have many votes in the 
country, so that view is pretty consistent.  Forget about the money that is earned in the country that to a great 
extent provides the State with its standard of living.  I invite the minister to drive to Albany again and count the 
number of signs.   

Hon Nick Griffiths:  I keep my eyes on the road when I am driving. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  That is why he saw all those signs when he recently travelled down Albany Highway.   

Hon Nick Griffiths:  I think you are looking for a sign. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  The minister probably is, but he will not find too many.  The way that the minister bites 
is very interesting when we get onto the subject of FESA.  If the right bait is on the right hook, the right fish 
takes it.  The minister has certainly taken the bait.  It is a fair sign that I am on the right track.   

Several members interjected. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  I may get lost in some of the suburbs of Perth but I do not get lost in my electorate.  The 
minister has bitten sufficiently to encourage my thinking that I am on the right track.  Being a sincere minister, I 
know that now we are entering the fire season he will do something about the lack of good administration.  Has 
FESA got a good budget? 

Hon Nick Griffiths:  You should take note of Hon Ray Halligan.  He thinks you are his understudy.   

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  I am not anyone’s understudy.  However, I am happy to listen to advice.  I hope that in 
spite of all his bravado, the minister is listening.  I look forward with great interest to seeing more signs.  The 
Government is amending legislation dealing with fire brigades.  Does FESA have a reasonable budget to do 
something about signs?  Is it FESA’s responsibility?  The government departments do not seem to know whose 
responsibility it is, except that they think it must be the responsibility of another department.  Whether the 
minister likes it or not, and he obviously does not, that shows an abysmal lack of good administration.  It is not 
just someone’s left hand; nobody’s hands seem to know what they are doing. 

I will turn now to hospitals, prison nurses and nursing.  Members will be aware of yesterday’s demonstration by 
prison nurses.  As prisoners are entitled to privacy when being medically examined, prison nurses on occasions 
must be alone with them.  Therefore, there must be a question mark about women prison nurses’ safety.  Is it 
good administration that prison nurses are paid considerably less than their counterparts in government 
hospitals?  If the administration were fine, those nurses would not be out on strike.   

Administration is about spending from the Government’s purse.  I am aware that there are more good cases than 
slices of cake, but government should be about the fair distribution of the economic cake.  To spend money for 
political reasons will almost never be fair.  A good example is the southern railway.  It is well documented that it 
is not needed now.  I spoke briefly on this matter the other day.  It will probably be needed at some time in the 
future, and it is good planning to work towards that date.  Surely,  the Government’s job is to run the State like a 
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benevolent business.  The Government is proposing to spend a large amount of money on something that will 
eventually run at a huge loss, as is the case with public transport.  Money needs to be spent on infrastructure in 
areas that will return money to the State.  Members opposite are continually crying that money is not available.  I 
congratulate them on not having spoken about the black hole for a while, although that may change now I have 
mentioned it. 

Hon Ray Halligan:  They are creating one for the future. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  Indeed.  Yesterday in the House, I think the Minister for Racing and Gaming interjected 
on Hon Barry House’s comments about the Harvey Dam.  He said, “What did your Government do about it?”  
Hon Barry House’s Government was thrown out of office because electors were not happy with it.  However, 
that was two years ago.  Electors are interested in what is happening now. 

Some money is put into infrastructure.  A tiny percentage should be to the containerisation of some country 
ports.  In those instances, we will start to see a profit in two or three years, but a profit will never be made from 
the railways. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  When you lift your political performance from one per cent of the vote and form 
government, you can determine the priorities of government. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  That is perfectly correct.  I acknowledge that.  Members opposite are running the State.  
Every horse is entered in the race and every horse has a jockey, and Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich is one of the jockeys.  
It is up to her. 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon Simon O’Brien):  Order!  We need fewer than a dozen members talking at one 
time. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  It is good to see someone supporting good manners. 

Members opposite are charged with the responsibility of administration.  When One Nation’s turn comes, we 
will be so charged and will take criticism on the chin.  We will not run away from it, ignore it and pretend it is 
not there, and blame some other Administration.  I refer to the future - who knows how distant that may be? 

Another outcome of this lack of administration is insufficient police officers to carry out their job properly.  In 
my role as a member, I enter many police stations, not because I am requested to or because I am taken in 
wearing handcuffs.  Fortunately, I do not need to enter police stations to pay my very occasional fines for 
speeding.  Part of my role as a member of Parliament is to visit stations and inquire about problems.  A statement 
made consistently is that not enough police are patrolling the streets.  Policemen are seen punching typewriters.  
For heaven’s sake, get people who are good typists to do that job and get the police on the street to do their job.  
A lot of money is spent training police officers for their role.  That should not be wasted by having officers 
sitting behind desks.  They probably type more slowly than the minister is currently gesturing.   

I reported a missing car about two years ago and it took the sergeant in charge more than an hour to type out my 
report communicated over the telephone.  With good administration, a girl who has been through typing school 
and has some idea about how to type could carry out that function. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  You are sexist. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  One could find a man who types equally well, but we should not waste the policeman’s 
training. 

Hon Nick Griffiths:  What about the misdescription you gave? 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  Misdescription?  

Hon Bruce Donaldson:  They had typewriters in 1983 until we gave them computers for the first time. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  Is the misdescription my calling it a typewriter rather than a computer?  I am sure the 
senior sergeant involved knew the difference, although he did not know how to operate the computer.  He went 
away twice for advice.  I started to make my report after midnight. 

Hon Nick Griffiths:  It’s outrageous. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  It was outrageous all right.  The sergeant apologised for the time it took.  I replied, 
“Sergeant, my car has been stolen; I’m not going anywhere!”  It was like this Government - going nowhere.  
However, members opposite are leaving a trail of disaster through an abysmal lack of good administration.  I 
have a full page of matters to raise and my time is running out. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  There must be somebody looking after us. 
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Hon PADDY EMBRY:  I do not see too many of them in my electorate; the honourable member may see them 
in hers. 

As a side point, the Labor Party has a tradition: gee, its members can spend money!  The Administration goes 
crazy and builds things like railways.  It will spend half a billion dollars here or there to bury it in places, 
although it would be better to bury the railway altogether and reintroduce it when needed.  After a term in 
government of continual mix-ups and wastage of money, Labor leaves it to conservative Governments to try to 
get the State back on track.  People face such things as a $50 a year levy on vehicle licences to pay for WA Inc.  
The conservative Governments get things back on track, although not in perfect control - I do not want coalition 
members to think their Government was perfect, it was not - and we then get a Labor Government again.  We are 
back on the roundabout again. 

I have spoken about the disastrous heritage listing before.  The minister responds, “It looks like we have a gap 
here and we’ll have to change the legislation.” 

Hon John Fischer:  No, the minister’s response was that he was having a good time. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  Who was having a good time? 

Hon John Fischer:  The minister’s response was that he was having a good time. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  Which minister is that? 

Hon John Fischer:  The Minister for Racing and Gaming. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  One minister was smiling and the other one was not.  I have got off the subject of the 
Fire and Emergency Services Authority of Western Australia.  The minister probably does have a smile on his 
face.  However, if he is feeling left out, I can return to FESA.  I have barely scratched the surface. 

Hon Nick Griffiths:  Forty-two minutes of red herrings.  You have two minutes to go, so say something sensible. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  Red herrings?  No, the minister is a good fisherman but he does not have the right bait. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  No, because you’ve taken it all. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  I think the Minister for Fisheries is more of an expert on the fishing industry.  I 
congratulate him on the marvellous function the other night.  I am fair.  I will give credit where it is due.  That 
was wonderful administration, and I think we all enjoyed it.  Is that fair?  The minister will not disagree with 
that, will he?  When there is good administration, I am happy to acknowledge and encourage it. 

The Denmark District Hospital issue has been ongoing for goodness knows how long.  I believe it is now down 
to three or four sites.  Marvellous administration!  The Government should get on and do something about it.  
The situation is exactly the same with the access road to the port of Albany.  This is a classic.  I really wanted to 
concentrate on this and I am out of time.  I apply for a short extension of time.  I can cover the points I want to 
make in two to three minutes. 

[Leave granted for the member’s time to be extended.] 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  I acknowledge the indulgence of the House in granting me an extension of time.  I was 
thinking that I had too much time, but it just shows, does it not? 

I will deal with the access road to the port of Albany.  With the advent of woodchips and with increased grain 
going through that port, the traffic has gradually built up on the roundabout, in particular, which is a couple of 
kilometres to the north of Albany.  I flew to Albany for the transport forum.  It was the first time since the Ansett 
collapse that I had seen a full Skywest flight to Albany.  It was interesting.  Probably a third of the passengers on 
the plane were staff from the Department for Planning and Infrastructure who were travelling to Albany to attend 
the forum.  The forum was about public consultation.  The consultation took place about six years ago - lots of 
consultation.  However, nothing has been done to improve the situation.  This Government needs to get on and 
build the road, not have more consultation.  I suppose consultation is cheap, but I do not regard it as good 
administration when the Government pays all those air fares.  I do not suppose those staff members stayed at the 
Albany Backpackers Lodge, and I would not expect them to do so.  They stayed in Albany overnight and caught 
a plane back to Perth the next day.  I guess they would have stayed in reasonable accommodation, and so they 
should.  However, the point is that the whole exercise was a waste of time; it had all been done before.  In fact, 
the fellow who used to be the deputy shire president said as much very early in the meeting.  He was quite irate 
and said, “For heaven’s sake, why are we going through this nonsense again?  This was done years ago.”  Instead 
of talking about it, why does the Government not get on and do something? 

It was an interesting workshop.  There was a large number of tables, with six to seven people sitting at each 
table.  Most tables were made up of a mixture of people from different interest groups.  I found those people who 
were representing the community interest to be quite extraordinary.  Apart from the minister’s staff, everybody 
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there had a community interest.  We are all part of the Albany community.  However, people like me and those 
who happened to be from the transport industry, the timber industry or the grain-growing industry were not 
considered to be part of the community.  Apparently, those who were part of the community, from what they 
said and how they looked - I might be wrong - were greens.  From the look of them, most of them had obviously 
not stood in front of a mirror in a bathroom for some time.  Apparently, they represented the community interest.  
I stood and said that I took strong exception to the fact that I was not considered to be part of the community.  I 
am a ratepayer in the district and live in that area.  I do not grow trees for woodchips, and I sell very little grain 
for cash.  However, I am a member of the community.  It was quite refreshing to see one of those greens stand 
up on the other side of the room, apologise and acknowledge that I was part of the community and that Peter 
Watson, MLA was also part of the community. 

Hon Peter Foss:  And a valuable part of the community. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  Well, I am.  Apart from opening the forum, I am not sure that the member of the 
Legislative Assembly contributed very much.  I get on well with him.  However, to be fair, I do not think he 
contributed a lot to that forum.  Once again, I cite this as an example of gross maladministration.  It is interesting 
that as soon as I get off FESA, the responsible minister turns his back and away he goes.  He is turning in circles.  
I guess that should mean something to me. 

I return to the ring road at Albany.  It is quite simple.  A small tunnel would solve the problem.  I know the 
Government wants to tunnel a railway under the city of Perth.  However, Labor members did not want a tunnel 
when the previous Government was in power; they were against it.  I wonder how many Labor members use the 
Graham Farmer tunnel now.  If they were honest, I guess those who use it would say they rather like it. 

Hon Barbara Scott:  They don’t like tunnels. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  I would have thought that the underground network would be well suited to a lot of 
tunnelling.  Unfortunately, the Government wants to bury only part of the railway, not the whole thing.  If it 
buried the whole project, that would be the way to go. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  You said two minutes.  You have gone for five and a half. 

Hon Derrick Tomlinson:  You keep on interjecting. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  That is right.  I will not continue to use the generous extension of time.  I said I would 
be brief, and I will be.  I have thanked the House for its indulgence.  If any minister happened to be listening, or 
to read Hansard, he would know that I said that instead of having all this consultation on the access road to the 
port, the Government should just get on and do something.  A short tunnel, maybe a bridge or perhaps a ring 
road would do it.  There has been a lot of planning, initial construction has started, and businesses have moved 
there, but once again there is more consultation.  The consultation took place so long ago that some of the 
original people have probably died.  Now the Government wants consultation to take place with a new lot of 
people.  It is time for action.  A good Administration would get on and do something about it to provide the 
clarity and the security that is needed; that is, security in terms of safety on the road and of businesses knowing 
that they will be able to get their produce to the port in a safe and economic way, which will add to the 
prosperity that most of us enjoy in this State. 

Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Ray Halligan.  
 


